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Trial by fire 5
Waiheke’s latest batch of young trainees face their final test before becoming fully fledged fire fighters.
Brothers Jacob (left) and Connor Coetzee (right) stand with training officer Rob Smith, with Annie

Burdett, Lily Bonfield and Stephanie Sherpa in the back of the late Ron Leonard’s vintage fire truck.
Story Page 12. Photo Paul Mitchell

Also this week ... Ferry passengers stranded overnight p8 « More helipads P5
« Sailing into summer P14  Grass with teethprie « The Christmas present we don't want P17
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Mike Lee pushes for urgent
action on growth of helipads

Waitemata and Gulf
Ward councillor -Mike
Lee is urging swifter
action from Auckland
Council on the prolif-
eration of helipads on
Waiheke and across
the gulf. Discontented
communities are still
waiting for a firm com-
mitment on the issue,
after years of lobbying,
as another three pads
gothroughtheconsents
process.

At the Planning, En-
vironment and Parks
committee on Decem-
ber8, Mikelookedtota-
ble a formal resolution
on helicopter landing
pads but was told it
wasnottheappropriate
time by chair Richard
Hills - and it would
havetowaituntilastaff
report was finished.

Auckland Council staff began working
on a report on helipad consents, in re-
sponse to resolutions requesting council
action from Aotea Great Barrier, Waiheke
and Waitemata local boards in December
2021.

Mike feels the council’s response so
far has been inadequate. “We have had a
staff officer report and response. We have
hadanopinion piece from senior manager

/_———\

Megan Tylerthatactionwasonthewaybut
that was in June or July last year,” he said.

Mike said the rapidly growing numbers
of helipads were very unpopular, amid
community concern over the adverse
effectsand noise. Chief of strategy Megan
Tyler said staff were doing a lot of work
on the issue. “We will report back to this
committee [early next year] with some
options which may include a [district]
plan change”

Mike hoped council could give some
relief to concerns from impacted areas
and that when theitem finally came tothe
committee officially he would be happy
to move it.

Quiet Sky Waiheke spokesman Kim
Whitaker saiditseemedincomprehensible
that a plan change to address concerns
about the helipads wasn’t a given.

“The council has to, under the law,
enact plan changes to give effect to the
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New Zealand Coastal Policy Statement,
whichhasstrictrulesrequiringnoadverse
impacts on threatened native species,”
he said. “Section 4.3 of the council’s own
Helicopter Planning and Guidance Note
cites it as critical to helipad processing.”
Kimsaid the Noiseand Vibration Metrics
National Planning Standard also prohibits
using averaged noise levels as a standard
when considering impacts of a helipad
consent application. “Pretending that
the average noise over several days is the
effect to be considered, rather than the
actual noise whilst a helicopter is taking
off or landing, has been a key factor that
has allowed consents to be granted.”
However, Kim says he understands
council planning officers have indicated
they cannot currently consider that when

processing helipad consent applications,  Qujet Sky Waiheke spokesman Kim Whitaker said it seemed incomprehensible that a

as the district plan stands. I s
; ; ; : nch r ncerns iven.
While the community has waited forits piipihange Sty v 0 sl
ﬁ" =5 : : : concerns to be addressed, the number of

helipadson Waiheke has continued tobal-
loon. While the community has waited for
its concerns to be addressed, the number
of helipads on Waiheke has continued to
balloon, he said.

Councilstafftally 56 consented helipads
on the island, including three that were
granted in the past two months - two on.
Cowes Bay Road and another on Gordon’s
Road. Twomoreapplications forhelipads
are currently going through the consent
process.

For context, a 2016 report by interna-
tional non-governmental organisation
The Council for Tall Buildings and Urban
Habitat ranked Busan, South Korea third
of all the world’s cities in terms of helipad
numbers - when the city of 3.9 million
people had 50 of them. » Laura Kvigstad,
Mike Lee looked to table a formal resolution on helicopter landing pads but was told Auckland Council reporter Funded by New
it was not the appropriate time. Zealand on Air, and Paul Mitchell.
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